[Treatment of Tension Pneumothorax during Total Right Breast Extirpation and Reconstruction with a Flap of the Latissimus Dorsi Muscle].
A patient developed tension pneumothorax during surgery. A 56-year-old woman with right breast cancer and axillary gland metastasis, was to undergo total right breast extirpation/axillary gland dissection, flap collection from the latissimus dorsi muscle, and reconstruction with this flap. During total right breast extirpation/axillary gland dissection, there were no problems, but the arterial blood oxygen saturation (SpO2) fell after the start of flap collection. After the start of reconstruction, SpO2 was reduced again. In the right lung field, no respiratory sound was heard, and chest X-ray showed right tension pneumothorax. A right thoracic drain was inserted and surgery was completed as scheduled. Thoracic CT did not reveal any abnormal findings, such as a brassiere, the day after surgery.